MINSK
Minsk is the capital of Belarus, an ancient and beautiful city with a long and exciting history.
It was first mentioned in chronicles in 1067 in connection with the battle of the Nemiga River during which it was completely destroyed. It was destroyed, burned, ruined by the conquerors many times during its 930-year history: by the Crimean Tatars in 1505, French troops in 1812, German occupants in 1919–1920, fascists during World War II. But each time it rose from the ruins and ashes as the mythical bird Phoenix. Many conquerors have passed through Minsk because it is situated on the cross-roads of the busiest trade-routes connecting the Baltic and the Black Seas, the East and the West. Thus, this advantage often turned into disadvantage.
But nevertheless, Minsk steadily increased in importance first as a provincial centre after 1793 and later as an industrial centre in the 1870s. In 1919 it became the capital of the Byelorussian republic and remained the capital when Belarus gained independence in 1991. The same year the city became the administrative centre of the CIS.
Minsk stands on the Svisloch River in a picturesque place and occupies an area of 200 square kilometres. Its population is about 2 mln people. The present-day city is almost entirely of new construction. It is the city with broad streets and avenues, modern architecture, shady parks and some churches which have survived as relics of the past.
Minsk is the major industrial centre of Belarus. The economy is based on machine-building, particularly the manufacture of trucks and tractors. Other products include electric motors, bearings, machine tools, radio and television equipment, refrigerators, watches, textiles and foodstuffs.
Our capital is also known as a city of science and students, with the Academy of Sciences, the Belarusian State University founded in 1921 and numerous institutions of higher education and scientific research. It’s the city where you can find the best pieces of Belarusian cultural heritage: museums, exhibitions, theatres and so on.
The best way to explore the city is to make a tour. If I were a guide I would show the tourists my favourite places in Minsk. They are numerous. But the shortest way to get acquainted with our city and its people is to walk down Francisk Skorina avenue from Independence square to Yakub Kolas square. I think this is the most beautiful and the busiest part of the city.
Tourists can see the most famous places of interest here: the House of the Government, the State University, the Catholic Church, the Russian Academic Drama Theatre, the Art Museum of the Republic of Belarus, Y.Kupala Belarusian Drama Theatre, October Square, the Palace of the Republic and zero kilometre mark, the State Circus, Opera and Ballet House, the embankment of the Svisloch, Victory Square and the Obelisk of Victory with the Eternal Fire, the Palace of Arts, Philharmonic Society, the monument to Y.Kolas, beautiful parks and gardens and everything what our city is rich in. And then they will understand why our city is considered to be so beautiful, clean, green, calm, optimistic and hospitable.
The citizens of Minsk are proud of their city. It’s beautiful all the year round. 
Vocabulary
′capital n. – столица 
′ancient a. – древний 
e′xciting a. – захватывающий, волнующий
′mention v. – упоминать 
′chronicle n. [′kronıkl] – летопись, хроника
in co′nnection with – в связи с
′battle n. – битва, сражение
com′pletely adv. – совершенно, полностью
de′stroy v. – разрушать, уничтожать
burn (burnt, burned) v. – жечь, сжигать
ruin v. – разрушать 
′conqueror n. – завоеватель 
′troops n. ['tru:ps] – войска 
rise (rose, risen) v. – подниматься, вставать
′mythical a. [′mıθıkl] – мифический, легендарный
ash n. – пепел, зола
pass v. – проходить
be situated v. – быть расположенным
trade-route n. [′treıd ′ru:t] – торговый путь
ad′vantage n. – преимущество 
′steadily adv. – постоянно, неизменно, верно
in′crease v. – усиливать(ся) 
re′main v. – оставаться 
gain v. – получать, добиваться
picturesque a. [,pıkt∫ә′resk] – живописный 
entirely adv. [ın′taıәlı] – 
полностью, всецело, совершенно
con′struction n. – застройка 
′broad a. – широкий 
′avenue n. – проспект 
′shady a. – тенистый 
sur′vive v. – уцелеть 
′relics n. – реликвии 
par′ticularly adv. – особенно 
,manu′facture n. – производство 
′bearing  n. – подшипник 
e′quipment n. – оборудование 
′foodstuffs n. – продукты питания 
re′search ′institute – научно-исследовательский институт
′piece n. – образец, пример; часть
′heritage n. – наследство, наследие
ex′plore v. – исследовать  
tour n. [′tuә]– путешествие, экскурсия
′guide n. – гид, экскурсовод
′numerous a. – многочисленный 
get ac′quainted v. – познакомиться, ознакомиться
em′bankment n. – набережная 
the E′ternal Fire – вечный огонь
con′sider v. – полагать, считать
′hospitable a. – гостеприимный  
I. Отметьте в тексте предложения, являющиеся эквивалентами русских. 

1. Впервые Минск был упомянут в летописях 1067 года в связи с битвой на реке Немиге, в результате которой он был полностью разрушен. 2. Но каждый раз он поднимался из руин, как легендарная птица Феникс. 3. Современный город почти полностью застро​ен новыми зданиями. 4. Если бы я был экскурсоводом, я бы показал туристам мои любимые места в Минске. Их очень много. 5. И тогда они поймут, почему наш город счита​ется таким зеленым, чистым, спокойным, оптимистичным и гостеприимным.
II. Заполните пропуски подходящими по смыслу словами.
1. Minsk is the ... of Belarus, an ... and ... city with a long and ... history.

2. This ... often turned into ....

3. It is the city with broad ... and ..., modern ..., shady ... and some churches which ... ... as ... of the past.
4. Minsk is the ... ... centre of Belarus. 
5. The best way to ... the city is to make a ....
III. Закончите предложения, используя предлагаемые варианты.
1. Many conquerors have passed through Minsk because
a) it was rich and wealthy.

b) it is situated in the centre of Europe.

c) it is situated on the crossroads of the busiest trade-routes connecting the Baltic and the Black Seas, the East and the West.

2. In 1919 Minsk became the capital of the Byelorussian Republic and remained the capital when
a) Belarus was occupied by the fascist invaders.

b) Belarus gained independence in 1991.
c) the CIS was formed.

3. Minsk is the city where you can find
a) the best pieces of international cultural heritage.
b) the best pieces of Belarusian cultural heritage.

c) the best examples of the West-European cultural heritage.

4. Walking down Francisk Skorina avenue tourists can see
a) the most famous places of interest in Minsk.

b) the biggest plants and factories.

c) all Minsk theatres.
IV. Ответьте на вопросы.
1. Is Minsk an ancient city?

2. When was it first mentioned in chronicles?

3. Why was it destroyed, burned and ruined many times during its 930 year history?

4. Why do we say that the geographical position of Minsk was an advantage which often turned into disadvantage?

5. Why did Minsk steadily increase in importance?

6. When did it become the capital of Belarus?

7. Where is Minsk situated?

8. Are there many relics of the past in Minsk?

9. What is the economy of Minsk based on?

10. Is Minsk a major educational and cultural centre of Belarus?

11. What are your favourite places in Minsk?

12. If you were a guide what would you show the tourists?
V. Прочтите текст ещё раз и разделите его на смысловые части; подберите название к каждой из них.
VI. Расположите пункты плана согласно логике повествования.
1. Minsk is the major industrial centre of Belarus.

2. Some places of interest in Minsk worth seeing.

3. Minsk is an ancient city with a long and exciting history.

4. Minsk is a major educational and cultural centre.
VII. Используя факты из текста, расскажите о
1. The history of Minsk.

2. Your favourite places in Minsk.

VIII. Запомните речевые фразы
I’d like to go on an excursion about the city.

Let’s go sightseeing today.

Would you like to see the sights of this town?

There are a lot of places of interest in Minsk. 

Excuse me, how can I get to the airport? 

Would you tell me where to get off for the Opera and Ballet Theatre, please?
Is this the right trolley-bus for the Circus from here?

It’s the next stop. 

It’s the next stop but one. 

It’s four stops after this one. 

It’s three stops from here. 

Я хотел бы поехать на экскурсию по городу. 

Давайте осмотрим достопримечательности сегодня 

Вы хотели бы осмотреть достоприм. этого города?

В Минске много достопримечательностей.

Извините, как добраться до аэропорта?

Скажите, пожалуйста, где мне выйти у театра оперы и балета?

Я отсюда доеду этим троллейбусом до цирка?

Следующая остановка.

Через одну остановку.

Четвертая остановка после этой.

Три остановки отсюда.

IX. Составьте свои диалоги по аналогии.
1

A: Excuse me, how can I get to the University?
B: You’d better go by metro there.

A: Where is the Metro station?

B: It’s over there on the left.

2

A: Excuse me, which is the quickest way to the railway station from here? 

B: Very sorry, I can’t tell you. I am a stranger here myself. You’d better ask someone else.  

3

A: Excuse me, am I on the right way to the University?

B: Yes, cross the square, turn to the right, and you’ll see it.

4

A: Excuse me, does the bus №63 go to the University?

B: Yes, you’ll get off in Independence Square. 

A: Is it far from here? 

B: No, it’s four stops after this one. 

A: Many thanks.
