Integrated Packages and Software Suites

An integrated package is a single program that provides the functionality of a word processor, spreadsheet, database manager, and more. The primary disadvantage of an integrated package is that the capabilities of each function (such as word processing) are not as extensive as in the individual programs (such as Microsoft Word). The primary advantages are cost and simplicity. The cost of an integrated package is much less than the cost of the individual powerful, professional-grade application programs discussed thus far in this chapter.

Integrated packages are popular with many home users and are sometimes classified as personal or home software. The most widely used integrated package is Microsoft Works. AppleWorks is also widely used.

A software suite is a collection of separate application programs bundled together and made available as a group. While the applications function exactly the same whether purchased in a suite or separately, it is significantly less expensive to buy a suite of applications than to buy each application separately.

Productivity suites, also known as office software suites or simply office suites, contain professional-grade application programs that are typically used in a business situation. Productivity suites commonly include a word processor, spreadsheet, database manager, and a presentation application. The best known is Microsoft Office. Other well-known productivity suites are Apple iWork, Sun StarOffice, Corel WordPerfect Office Suite, and Lotus SmartSuite.

Traditionally, when you purchase an office suite you are licensed to use the application and a copy of the software is stored on your computer. Recently, however, several alternative office suites have been made available for free as downloadable software. Popular downloadable office suites include Star- Office, IBM Lotus Symphony, and OpenOffice. 

Cloud suites or online office suites are stored at a server on the Internet and are available anywhere you can access the Internet. Documents created using online applications also can be stored online, making it easy to share and colaborate on documents with others. One downside to cloud applications is that you are dependent upon the server providing the application to be available when​ever you need it. For this reason, when using online applications, it is important to have backup copies of your documents on your computer and to have a desktop office application available to use. Popular online office suites include Google Docs, Zoho, and ThinkSmart. 

Many times it is convenient to share data between applications. For example, when writing a report, it may be useful to include a chart from a spreadsheet or data from a database. Data created by one application can be shared with another application in a variety of different ways, including copying and pasting, object linking, and object embedding. 

Two other types of suites that are more narrowly focused are specialized suites and utility suites.

Specialized suites focus on specific applications. These include graphics suites, financial planning suites, and many others. Utility suites include a variety of programs designed to make computing easier and safer. Two of the best known are Norton SystemWorks and Norton Internet Security Suite. 

CONCEPT CHECK

1. What is an integrated package?

2. Describe the advantages and disadvantages of an integrated package.
3. What is a software suite? What are the advantages of purchasing a suite?

4. What is the difference between a traditional office suite and a cloud or online suite? How can data be shared between applications?

5. What is the difference between a specialized suite and a utility suite?

