GOMEL
Towns and cities as well as people have their own name, biography, appearance. Gomel is not an exception. Convenient location on the bank of the river Sozh has attracted people from the earliest times. Gomel was first mentioned in chronicles in 1142. The city has a long and eventful history.

Today Gomel is the second city in Belarus by its significance. The city population is more than 500 000 people. It is an industrial, economic, educational and cultural center. There are a lot of enterprises in Gomel which produce machinery, chemicals and fertilizers, clothes and footwear, jewelry, glass products and furniture, dairy products and confectionery and what not. 

Sometimes Gomel is called “a city of students” because there are 7 institutions of higher education, 11 specialized technical schools, 13 professional schools and 75 secondary schools in the city now.

People who are keen on sports can use stadiums, swimming pools, a Palace for sport games, an Ice Palace of Sports, a riding-hall, a track-and-field hall and many gyms.

Gomel is a cultural center of Belarus as well. The city now has a Regional Drama Theatre, a Puppet Children’s Theatre, a Youth Studio-Theatre, Regional Philharmonic, Symphony Orchestra. Numerous cinemas are very popular among people as well. In six exhibition halls there are dozens of shows to meet everybody’s taste. 

Special pride of Gomel citizens is the central park with Palace Ensemble. It is a historical center and just a very beautiful place.

Gomel is called “a green city” because of a number of parks, alleys and squares that like 200 years ago decorate the city and create the feeling of eternal youth, freshness and beauty.

1. Переведите подчёркнутые слова на русский язык.

2. Переведите на английский язык следующие словосочетания:

большие и маленькие города, собственное имя, удобное расположение, берег реки, упомянут в летописях; история, наполненная событиями; по значимости, промышленный центр, химикаты и удобрения, одежда и обувь, молочные продукты, ВУЗ, техникум, увлекаться спортом, Ледовый дворец спорта, ипподром, областной драматический театр, кинотеатр, выставочный зал, отвечать вкусам, особая гордость, исторический центр, красивое место, украшать город, вечная молодость, свежесть и красота

3. Ответьте на вопросы по тексту. 1. Where is Gomel situated? 2. What is the second city in Belarus by significance? 3. When was Gomel first time mentioned in chronicles? 4. What is the population of the city? 5. What do the enterprises of Gomel produce? 6. Why is Gomel called “a city of students”? 7. Where can you go in for sports in Gomel? 8. Is there a drama theatre in Gomel? 9. What other places of culture are here? 10. Is there a park in the city? Is it old or young? 11. Is Gomel a green city? 12. Is Gomel your native place? If not, tell about your native town or city.
GOMEL 
My native city is Gomel and for me it is the best place in the world. I like its green streets and squares, its picturesque ancient park and new modern districts.
During the Great Patriotic War Gomel was completely destroyed. Only thanks to the enthusiastic labour of its inhabitants it turned into a beautiful city as you see it today.
Gomel is an ancient city; it was founded in the 11th century. In autumn 1992 the residents of Gomel celebrated its 850th anniversary.
The centre of the city is extremely lovely. It is formed by Sovyetskaya Street and Lenin Avenue, which meet in the Lenin Square. Here we can see the magnificent building of the Drama theatre. To the left there is the Palace of Sports.
While speaking of Gomel one can’t but mention the park – the pride of our city. It is almost 200 years old. A number of rare exotic trees grow there. Just in the middle of the park one can see a "Swan Lake" hidden among the trees which add to the beauty of the place. The Palace that once belonged to prince Paskevich is of great historical and artistic value. Now it houses the Museum. St. Peter and Paul’s Cathedral is an architectural monument of the 18th century. Now it is the finest church in Gomel.
But Gomel isn’t only beauty of its streets and parks. It is also an important industrial and cultural centre. There are 300 industrial enterprises in Gomel. Their production is exported to many foreign countries. The plants of Gomel produce combine-harvesters, fertilizers, electrical equipment, glass, sweets and many other goods.
The city has a lot of educational institutions. In 1969 Gomel became a University city. Besides, there is a number of institutes and technical colleges. The research institutes carry out important scientific work. The cultural life of our city is rich. There is a Philharmonic, a circus, Drama and Puppet Theatres, palaces of culture, clubs, sports grounds, libraries and cinemas.
Gomel is developing international relations with its twin cities: Clermont-Ferrand in France and Aberdeen in Scotland.
GOMEL – THE CITY I LIVE IN 

Gomel is not my native city, but I live and study there. It is situated three hundred kilometres south the capital of our republic in a very picturesque place. The landscape in this part of the country is very beautiful – a wide river with sandy banks and large forest areas stretching for many kilometres.

Gomel is a political and cultural centre of the region bearing its name. The city is fairly large – 503 thousand people live in it. There are a lot of wide squares and fine streets in it. They are lined with trees and there’s a large beautiful park in the centre. Most of the offices, shops, a theatre and a museum are situated in the main street or in the square near the park.

Gomel has become a well-built city with industrial districts apart from living areas. New major civic buildings are being constructed in the suburbs of the city. 

Today Gomel is one of the most beautiful cities of Belarus. It continues to be growing fast and becoming even more attractive. I am proud that I live in this city. I think that there is no better city in the whole Republic. 

Answer the following questions:

1. What is your native city (town)?

2. Where is it situated?

3. Is it ancient or modern?

4. What places of interest are there in your city (town)?

5. What does your city (town) look like nowadays?

6. What is you city (town) famous for?
